
  

[Comment] Gordon Brown turns his back 

RICHARD LAMING 

Today @ 09:01 CET 

EUOBSERVER / COMMENT - British prime minister Gordon Brown opened a 

press conference in Downing Street on Monday, with European Commission 

president Jose Manuel Barroso at his side, with a resounding declaration that: "I 

want to make absolutely clear that we will support him not only as the current 

president of the European Commission but for election as the next president of the 

European Commission." 

With such a statement, only 11 weeks before 

the European elections, Gordon Brown has 

turned his back on the idea of a more 

democratic Europe. In fact, he has turned his 

back so many times he is practically spinning. 

Turn 1. He has turned his back on the voters. 

The citizens of the European Union will go to 

the polls at beginning of June to decide the 

future of their Europe. There will be 736 

MEPs elected, from all 27 member states, in 

an unprecedented expression of international 

democracy. 

One of the first tasks of those new MEPs will 

be to vote for or against whoever is nominated by the European Council as the next 

president of the European Commission. Different MEPs will have different 

opinions about who should be the nominated candidate. Those different opinions 

should be aired in public, so that the voters can choose between them. 

If he tries to close down the discussion about who should lead the European Union 

over the next five years, Gordon Brown is effectively telling the voters that their 

opinions do not count. 

"Can it be any surprise that voters 

are confused when politicians 

declare one policy in Europe but 

follow another?" (Photo: European 

Community) 
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Turn 2: He has turned his back on his own party. The choice of Commission 

president, as with every other political office, is a political choice. How the 

president of the Commission will use the powers of that office is a controversial 

question, and the Party of European Socialists is not happy with how President 

Barroso has used those powers up until now. They have been openly critical of the 

approach adopted towards the regulation of hedge funds and private equity 

investments, for example. Their preference for tougher regulation has not been 

met by the more laissez faire Commission. 

Gordon Brown, of course, is leader of one of the largest member parties in the PES. 

His support for the re-election of President Barroso, a Christian Democrat from 

the centre-right EPP, is breaking ranks with the other members of his party. 

Turn 3: He has turned his back on himself. The Lisbon treaty, which was 

supported by Gordon Brown's government and which has been ratified in the 

United Kingdom, spells out that members of the European Council shall make 

their nomination of Commission president "Taking into account the elections to 

the European Parliament and after having held the appropriate consultations". 

The elections haven't happened yet, and the appropriate consultations have not 

taken place either. 

While it is true that the Lisbon treaty is not yet in force, so the European Council is 

not legally required to follow the procedures it sets out, the Lisbon treaty 

nevertheless remains the policy of the British government. Even before the treaty 

comes into force, Gordon Brown could seek to discuss this nomination 

appropriately and listen to the verdict of the voters. But he has not, even though 

that's what his own policy would suggest. 

Can it be any surprise that voters are confused and alienated when politicians 

declare one policy in Europe but in fact follow another? 

Politics requires a certain degree of consistency and clarity if it is to engage the 

citizens. Those national politicians who are content to blame Brussels might also 

look closer to home. 

The writer is director of Federal Union. 
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