
Navigation: News > H

 Search now 19:13 EU Cent

News  

Headline News  

Press Review  

Comment  

Agenda  

Political Affairs  

Foreign Affairs  

Economic Affairs  

Social Affairs  

Justice & Home Affairs  

Defence  

Enlargement  

EU Constitution  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

My account page 

 

Subscribe for news

Enter your email

Select section(s)
News ------------------
Headline News
Political Affairs
Foreign Affairs

Twice daily

Daily

Weekly

Subscribe

Logout

Logout

[Comment] High stakes in French 
referendum 
23.05.2005 - 09:53 CET | By Richard Laming 

EUOBSERVER / COMMENT - In the last week before the French people go

to the polls to vote on the European constitution, the stakes are getting 

higher in the European debate. Let’s be clear about the EU and its 

pioneering political role - the European Parliament is the embodiment of 

this. 

 

In a piece published in last week’s EUobserver, Susan George was 

strongly critical of the constitution. While she is to be applauded for her 

work on the debt crisis and the unequal distribution of wealth and 

income in the world, her analysis of the EU is just plain wrong. 

 

For example, she writes that the European Commission is "almost 

completely without responsibility to the Parliament."  

 

That would be news to Rocco Buttiglione. He was a national government 

nominee that the elected representatives of the citizens did not accept. 

Paul Wolfowitz, by contrast, ultra-hawk and architect of the invasion of 

Iraq, provoked an even greater storm of protest when he was nominated

as new president of the World Bank, but nevertheless took up his post. 

Where was the parliamentary accountability? Where were the debates? 

Where were the votes? 

 

You need look no further than the respective fates of Mr Buttiglione and 

Mr Wolfowitz to see what difference the European Parliament makes. 

 

Furthermore, Susan George comments that the European Parliament 

"must co-decide with the [European] Council on nearly all important 

issues". Is this meant to be a criticism? I should have thought that this 

was an excellent reason for voting yes. 

 

Put that sentence the other way round. Let us say that the Council must 

co-decide with the European Parliament on nearly all important issues. 

Which other international gathering of government ministers is 

constrained in its actions by the need to get the assent of the citizens’ 

elected representatives? Does the G8? Does the UN Security Council? 

Does the WTO Ministerial Council? 

 

And which other gathering of government ministers meets in public, as 

Article I-24(6) will require the Council of Ministers to do? Where are the 

minutes of the WTO Green Room meetings? Show me those. 
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If Susan George is looking for power that can be abused, she should look

to the untrammelled power of national governments when they are free 

from the constraints of domestic politics. If power corrupts, and absolute 

power corrupts absolutely, then let us work to reduce the absolute power

of government ministers in international circles. Nowhere does that 

happen better than in the EU. 

 

Lastly, she remarks that we should encourage the emergence and 

development of a European people. So we agree on something, at least. 

But we don’t get that by lining up with Jean-Marie Le Pen to destroy the 

European constitution. 

 

The proposed constitution may not be perfect, it may not be as 

democratic as she (and I) would like, but right now it is the best hope 

for bringing order to the chaotic world of international relations.  

 

Too many injustices are permitted by the presence of national borders. 

Criminals flee from justice; companies can dodge their taxes and social 

obligations. On Sunday (29 May), the French people get the chance to 

strike a blow for democracy and equality to overcome division and 

conflict.  

 

The constitution is not the end of the story, but it is at least the next 

chapter. For if we cannot unite Europe, we must start to doubt whether 

we can unite anything. 

 

Richard Laming is Director of Federal Union. He writes here in a personal 

capacity. 

Back To the top  

Page 2 of 2EUobserver.com

23/05/2005http://www.euobserver.com/?sid=9&aid=19122


