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Europe: The Great Debate 

 
The issue of Britain’s relationship with the European Union has been a 
political hot potato and the cause of considerable media interest for over 
a decade. In recent weeks, the topic has been back on the front pages. 
 
With the government ruling out an early referendum on joining the single 
currency and the forthcoming proposals for a European constitution, the 
question of Britain’s role in the EU is likely to continue to dominate the 
political agenda for some time to come. 
 
Federal Union brings a unique, exciting and controversial approach to 
the debate.  We are the only campaigning organisation in this 
country which criticises the government for not being pro-
European enough.  
 

What is Federal Union? 
 
Federal Union is a campaigning organisation established in 1938.  It has 
consistently argued that democracy and the rule of law need to apply 
across national borders, as well as within them. 
 
Having reached a zenith of tens of thousands of members and hundreds 
of local branches in the late 1930s, Federal Union withered after the 
Second World War.  In recent months, Federal Union has relaunched 
itself and is now attracting increasing support from those thoroughly 
disillusioned with the British government’s failed European strategy. 
 
We believe that different political powers should be exercised at different 
levels – some globally, some at European level, some at national or 
local level – according to where the powers can be exercised best. That 
is what federalism is. We reject the concept of absolute national 
sovereignty – a world composed of wholly sovereign, independent nation 
states is a recipe for international anarchy and war. 
 
We are the only campaigning group in the UK who are unequivocally 
and proudly federalist. Federal Union is affiliated to the Union of 
European Federalists. 
 
We believe that the main problem with the European Union is that it is 
not federalist enough. 



Who are Federal Union? 
 
Federal Union is a membership organisation open to members of all 
political parties and none.  Our Executive Committee is elected annually 
on a one member, one vote basis.  Our Chair and Vice Chair (and 
principal spokespeople) are Brendan Donnelly and Stephen Haseler. 
 

Chair: Brendan Donnelly   
Brendan Donnelly was Conservative MEP for West 
Sussex from 1994 to 1999. He left the party to co-
found the breakaway Pro Euro Conservative Party 
with fellow MEP John Stevens in 1999. He was 
elected as Chair of Federal Union in the spring of 
this year, having served as Vice Chair since 2002. 
 
 
 

 
Vice Chair: Stephen Haseler 
A professor of politics at London Metropolitan 
University since 1986, Stephen Haseler is one of the 
country’s foremost experts on the British monarchy 
and republicanism. A member of the Greater London 
Council in the 1970s, he helped to found the Social 
Democratic Party. He regularly appears on national 
television and in the press commenting on a range of 
political issues. 
 

 
Brendan Donnelly and Stephen Haseler are available for interview. 
 
Brendan Donnelly – 07956 379129 
 
Stephen Haseler – 07801 721749 
 
Press office – 07785 784467 
 
 
 
 
 



The 3 sides of the European debate 
 
You will be interested in hearing from Federal Union as there are now 
three sides to the European debate in Britain. 
 
With the government in retreat over the single currency and increasingly 
isolated over discussions about an EU constitution, the old idea that the 
fight over Britain’s role in the European Union is between “pro-
Europeans” and “Eurosceptics” is no longer valid. There are now three 
distinct strands of opinion: 
 
 
 
• Those who support the British government’s approach – keeping 

open the option of joining the euro at some point and advocating a 
“Europe of nation states”. This is the position taken by the Labour 
Party and by the Britain in Europe campaign. 

 
 
 
• Those who believe that our relationship with the EU has gone too far 

(or far enough). Representatives of this strand of opinion include the 
Conservative Party, the NO campaign, the Democracy Movement 
and the UK Independence Party. 

 
 
 
• Those who support the efforts to create a united and democratic 

Europe and that Britain join the euro as soon as possible – and 
believe the British government is negative, isolated and directionless. 
The five tests were merely a political fig-leaf covering up the 
government’s indecision. 

 
 
Federal Union is the only campaigning organisation in Britain 
representing this third position. 
 
 
 
 



 
What about other pro-Europeans? 

 
The “Britain in Europe” campaign launched by Tony Blair in 1999 and its 
partner organisation, the European Movement, support the Labour 
government’s European policy. Although understandably disappointed 
by the decision to rule out a referendum, they have been consistently 
unwilling to criticise the government. 
 
In January 2003, Britain in Europe described the forthcoming judgement 
of the five tests as “conclusive”.  It has said more recently that any 
failure to call an early referendum would be the result of “political 
shenanigans” rather than based on the economics. Its mission statement 
rules out any position on a European Union constitution: it has 
accordingly been silent.  Its principal funder – Lord Sainsbury – is a 
Labour government minister. 
 
If you want to hear the government’s defence of its position, phone the 
Labour Party press office directly on 08705 900 200. 
 
If you want to know why pro-Europeans think the government’s 
European policy is flaccid, directionless and heading for the rocks, 
contact Federal Union. 
 

It’s not just Europe 
 
Federal Union believes that we need a stronger role for local councils 
and regional assemblies and that the government’s abortive devolution 
campaign fails to deliver this. Scotland has a parliament, Wales and 
London have assemblies, the English regions have nothing. This isn’t 
fair and isn’t workable. A federal Britain would devolve power 
symmetrically. And real power too: if local and regional government are 
only given the ability to act as glorified talking shops, devolution is 
pointless. Britain is one of the most centralised countries in the Western 
world. Some powers need to be passed downward to our local 
communities, others upwards to the European Union. 
 
But our federalism doesn’t stop at Europe. We want to see a 
strengthened role for global institutions such as the UN and the WTO – 
and we want these institutions to be genuinely democratic.  
 
 



Contact Details 
 

Press Officer (Richard Laming) – 07785 784467 
 

Brendan Donnelly (Chair) – 07956 379129 
 

Stephen Haseler (Vice Chair) – 07801 721749 
 

Young Federal Union (Peter Bancroft) – 07919 151881 
 

Website: www.federalunion.org.uk 
 

email: info@federalunion.org.uk 
 

Federal Union, PO Box 44404, London SE1 7TZ 


