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The survival and political health of such a structure is a serious matter. We take it for
granted. But the Union is fragile, and great political chances can be lost for a lifetime,
and sometimes for ever.

Rejection of the constitution could prove fateful to a union that, for all its deficiencies, is
a beacon of peace, prosperity and good political sense throughout the world. It has
helped to establish free and stable societies among its neighbours, and it is still doing
so in countries traumatised by half a century of totalitarianism.

The constitution seeks to bring together the agreements that have underpinned the EU
since the first Treaty of Rome in 1957, and it does more than that. It enshrines citizens'
rights, adds provisions to make the newly enlarged Union more democratic and
effective, and carefully balances the EU social model with the flexibility needed to
compete in a globalised market. We hope the French people will vote Yes in the
referendum on Sunday. It will greatly encourage us, their fellow Europeans, to
campaign at home for the same result.

Neal Ascherson; Christopher Bobinski; Richard Corbett MEP (Labour spokesman for
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